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ACTION EA-10 
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CONFIDENTIAL TAIPEI 0035 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, CH 

SUBJECT: LEADERSHIP DISSENSION IN PRC 

REF: HONG KONG 0081 

FOR WHAT IT IS WORTH, GROC ANALYSTS HAVE FOR SEVERAL 
MONTHS TAKEN POSITION THAT CHOU EN-LAI IS NOT REALLY ILL, 
BUT RATHER HAS WITHDRAWN FROM ACTIVE MANAGEMENT OF 
AFFAIRS TO PROTEST THE GROWING INFLUENCE OF CHIANG CHING 
AND "THE PALACE CLIQUE" WHOSE OPERATIONS HAVE IMPEDED 
HIS ABILITY TO ADMINISTER. 
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